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Our Ambition

1370s
Westminster’s origins can be 
traced to a charity school 
established by the Benedictine 
monks of Westminster Abbey. 

1540
After the dissolution of the 
monasteries, Henry VIII 
personally ensured the School’s 
survival by statute.

1560
The School was re-founded by 
Elizabeth I to educate ‘40 poor 
scholars’.

CHARITABLE ROOTS 
Supporting the underprivileged has been at the heart  
of the School’s ethos from its earliest beginnings. We are 
committed to the continuation of this tradition and are 
determined to create a sustainable source of funding to 
support gifted and deserving young people for centuries 
to come.

Westminster School is embarking on a major new campaign 
to transform the lives of as many young people as possible 
and to enrich the experience of every pupil at Westminster  
in the process. This Campaign is a declaration of the  
School’s commitment to providing life-changing bursaries  
to young people who show exceptional academic ability, 
passion and potential for learning, regardless of their  
financial circumstances. 

Our ambition is to become truly needs blind, so that any 
young person can gain an outstanding education based  
on merit alone.  



The Campaign

1868
The Public Schools Act gave  
the School independence  
and it was legally separated 
from the Abbey.

1943
The Under School was formed 
with just 17 boys aged from  
7 to 13 years old. 

1973
Girls became full members  
of the sixth form.

There are many ways to get involved with The Westminster School 
Campaign: we are looking for advice, support with hosting events and help 
in spreading the word about the momentous change we are making. 

Financial support is also crucial, so we ask everyone to consider making  
a donation. No matter how large or small, we welcome all contributions 
towards either:

THE FULL EXPERIENCE 
Funding from the Campaign will ensure that bursary  
pupils never have to have a lesser school experience  
than those who can afford the fees. Bursary pupils must 
have access to full resources to make the most of their 
time at Westminster, including all co-curricular activities, 
educational trips, uniform, books and equipment.

The Ben Jonson Foundation  
– a new endowment fund for bursaries
or 

The Bursary Fund  
– accessible at any time, depending on need



 

Our Impact

2014 
The School collaborated with 
the Harris Federation to set up  
a selective, mixed, sixth form 
academy.

2016
The School established Platform, 
a free academic enrichment 
programme in partnership with 
London state primary schools. 

2017
The first female Queen’s Scholars 
joined College and collaboration 
announced to open six schools in 
China to raise funds for bursaries.

Few schools can match Westminster’s 
academic, cultural and political heritage, 
along with its powerful impact on society. 
There is no shortage of examples among  
its former pupils, from the whimsical inventor 
of Winnie-the-Pooh, A.A. Milne, to the father 
of British liberalism, John Locke; from the 
medic who discovered the carcinogenic 
effects of tobacco, Sir Richard Doll, to one  
of England’s greatest playwrights, Ben 
Jonson; from the most famous writer of 
hymns in the English language, Charles 
Wesley, to the constitutional and penal 
reformer, Jeremy Bentham. 

Westminster School pupils are characterised 
by a strongly developed critical capacity  
and intellectual curiosity and a broad 
cross-cultural understanding, underpinned 
by a strong sense of their own responsibility 
to make a difference. The list of eminent 
living alumni is lengthy, with leading 
neurosurgeon Henry Marsh, global leader  
in green chemistry Sir Martyn Poliakoff, 
British diplomat, environmentalist, and 
academic Sir Crispin Tickell, entrepreneur 
and philanthropist Martha Lane Fox, 
Baroness Lane-Fox of Soho, the youngest 

woman ever to sit in the Cabinet, Ruth  
Kelly, Nobel Prize-winning economist  
Sir Richard Stone and household names  
in the media Louis Theroux, Matt Frei and  
Helena Bonham Carter. Old Westminsters 
including The Lord Lloyd-Webber,  
Sir Roger Norrington, Sir George Benjamin, 
Ian Bostridge, Flanders and Swann,  
Gavin Rossdale and Dido have made  
great contributions to the world  
of music.

An education imbued with a strong 
commitment to excellence, achieving  
one’s greatest potential and free 
thinking, produces people who 
innovate, challenge norms and break 
through barriers. 

An investment in young people from 
underprivileged backgrounds to study  
at Westminster School, is a direct social 
investment with immediate and long-term 
impact. It will ensure that those who  
have the ability to advance, enrich and 
revolutionise our society are never 
prevented from accessing the tools and 
resources to do so. 



2018
The School launched The Westminster 
School Campaign and The Ben Jonson 
Foundation – a new endowment for 
bursaries.

 

Old Westminsters demonstrate 
across every walk of life that  
if the pool of entrants to the  
School can be truly open, we  
all will surely benefit. 

westminster.org.uk/support-us 



Their Stories 

Mayowa Sofekun (AHH 2011-13)
BURSARY RECIPIENT

Receiving a bursary to come 
to Westminster School was  

a great opportunity for me to make the 
most of my potential. The expectation 
here to always explore subject matter 
beyond the curriculum was an 
important challenge for me, particularly 
as I had begun to coast through 
learning at my previous school. At 
Westminster, I gained exposure to so 
many different sorts of careers through 
incredible visiting speakers that  
I wouldn’t have previously imagined 
could be in reach. Now I work at the 
Treasury where I am making a tangible 
contribution to society, which has only 
been possible through the confidence  
I gained during my time here. 

Peter Smith (RR 2004-09)
BURSARY RECIPIENT

What made my time at 
Westminster was how I was 

welcomed into a community where if 
you shine academically, it doesn’t 
matter what your background is or how 
much money your parents have.  
The bursary caused my life to take a 
completely different direction and the 
fact that I now get to work in the same 
environment every day is a great 
privilege and source of great pride.



Abdul Waduud (WW 2005-07)
BURSARY RECIPIENT

Having been born and raised 
in the East End of London, 

being accepted into Westminster 
School instilled within me the confidence 
that I can achieve anything regardless 
of social class, family background or 
upbringing. The School’s support to 
help prepare me for my application to 
medical school was phenomenal; as  
a direct consequence of this I now 
regularly help my local university with 
their ‘access to medicine’ programme, 
helping able students from deprived 
backgrounds. I have not stopped 
challenging myself since Westminster 
and am on track to become an 
academic vascular surgeon, a rare 
breed of doctor.

Hannah King (PP 2004-06)
BURSARY RECIPIENT

Getting a bursary to 
Westminster enabled me to 

come to a place that gave me the 
self-belief to feel I could achieve 
anything, and the confidence to try. 
Having worked in the City for asset 
managers and banks for a number  
of years, I’m now launching my own 
women’s clothing business. The sky  
is the limit!



To discuss how you can get involved, 
please get in touch:

+44 (0)20 7963 1113
developmentoffice@westminster.org.uk

Registered charity number: 312728

westminster.org.uk/support-us 

Westminster School is committed to becoming needs 
blind and this goal will be central to the School’s 
evolution for many years to come. It will only be possible 
with the backing of our friends and supporters, including 
current pupils, Old Westminsters, current and former 
parents, and everyone who believes in an outstanding 
education for all young people, regardless of means.

Westminster School bursaries are about merit not means 
and they are the key to accessing an education that for 
many would be otherwise impossible. 

Be an ambassador, fund a pupil, make a donation  
to the endowment or ongoing bursary fund, or make  
a provision in your will.

Together, we will transform the lives of many more 
young people and unlock the potential of countless 
great minds with the power to influence the world for  
the better. 

Your Support


