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Introduction

The French Challenge Specialism Paper is intended for candidates who wish to demonstrate
additional confidence and fluency beyond the core written paper in French.

The assessment provides candidates with an opportunity to showcase:

spontaneity and independence in spoken French;
flexibility in manipulating familiar language;
confidence in sustaining conversation;

curiosity and engagement with the language.

The discussion is designed to reward natural communication, resilience and responsiveness
rather than perfect grammatical accuracy alone.

Structure of the paper

Specialism Marks Approximate Duration

Speaking 30 15 mins

The Speaking assessment takes the form of an informal conversation conducted entirely in
French.

No preparation time is required. The examiner will ask open-ended questions and adapt the
discussion according to the language profile and confidence of each candidate in order to
create as positive and natural an interaction as possible.

The discussion aims to take candidates towards their linguistic ceiling by encouraging
spontaneous communication and flexible use of familiar structures within unpredictable
conversational contexts.

The assessment is designed to evaluate:

spontaneity and responsiveness in spoken French;

ability to sustain and develop conversation;

confidence in expressing and justifying opinions;

range and flexibility of vocabulary and structures;

awareness of tense and time frame;

pronunciation and intelligibility;

grammatical control in real-time communication;

resilience when encountering unfamiliar questions or language.

Candidates are encouraged to:

develop answers beyond single sentences;

give reasons, examples and personal reactions;

use a variety of tenses where appropriate;

ask for clarification if necessary;

demonstrate curiosity and engagement during the conversation.



The open-question format rewards candidates who can communicate ideas independently
rather than over-relying on rehearsed responses. The assessment is intended to measure
not only linguistic accuracy, but also fluency, flexibility and the ability to interact naturally in
French.

The examiner will remain sensitive to each candidate’s level throughout and will guide the
discussion in a supportive manner, allowing all candidates the opportunity to demonstrate
the fullest possible range of their spoken French.

Indicative topic areas

Topics discussed during the conversation will vary according to candidates’ interests,
experience and linguistic level, but discussions are likely to include some of the following
areas:

Self, family and friends Eating and drinking
Home life Shopping
School life Hometown and local area

Hobbies and free time
Holidays and travel
Technology and communication

Transport and journeys
Celebrations and special occasions

Preparation guidance

Candidates preparing for the Speaking assessment should aim to:

practise responding spontaneously to unfamiliar questions;

develop confidence speaking in full sentences;

revise common verbs and structures across a range of tenses;

practise giving opinions and justifying answers;

listen regularly to spoken French;

develop strategies for coping calmly with unfamiliar vocabulary or questions.

Candidates are not expected to understand every word they hear during the conversation.
The ability to infer meaning from context and maintain communication despite uncertainty is
an important aspect of the assessment.



