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Introduction 

The Linguistics and Language Challenge Paper is for candidates who have no prior 
instruction in either French or Latin. 

The paper is designed to assess: 

• curiosity about language and communication; 

• precision and clarity of thought; 

• analytical and problem-solving skills; 

• creativity and flexibility in written expression; 

• aptitude for the study of inflected language 

• awareness of how language operates structurally and stylistically. 

The paper does not require, nor expect any prior knowledge of formal linguistics. Instead, it 
rewards close observation, logical reasoning and the ability to think carefully about meaning, 
structure and style. 

Candidates are encouraged to approach the paper as an exploration of language as both a 
system and a creative tool. 

 
 
Structure of the paper 

Section Marks Suggested Timings 

A: Language Analysis 14 10 minutes 

B: Guided Writing 20 20 minutes 

C: The Editor’s Desk 16 15 minutes 

D: How Language Works 20 15 minutes 

TOTAL 70 1 hour 

 

Please note that in some years, Section B or D may be replaced with a 
question which requires candidates to analyse an invented language. Such a 
question would be worth 40 marks, scaled to 20 marks. An example is provided 
at the end of this document.  
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Section A: Language Analysis 

Candidates analyse sentences that may be interpreted in more than one way and explain 
the possible meanings. 

This section assesses: 

• close reading and attention to detail; 

• ability to identify ambiguity in language; 

• logical reasoning and explanation; 

• awareness of sentence structure and meaning; 

• ability to rewrite language clearly and precisely. 

Candidates may also be asked to construct their own ambiguous sentence and explain its 
possible meanings. 

The exercise is intended to reward careful thinking about how small changes in structure or 
wording can affect meaning. 

 
Section B: Guided Writing 

Candidates write a short piece of creative writing in English using a series of prescribed 
prompts. 

This task assesses: 

• creativity and imagination; 

• clarity and organisation of ideas; 

• control of sentence structure and punctuation; 

• flexibility in vocabulary and expression; 

• ability to incorporate specific words naturally within a coherent piece of writing. 

Candidates are encouraged to: 

• vary sentence length and structure; 

• develop atmosphere and narrative voice; 

• organise ideas logically; 

• use language precisely and effectively. 

The exercise is designed to reward originality and linguistic control rather than extensive 
preparation or memorised techniques. 
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Section C: The Editor’s Desk 

Candidates are required to improve and manipulate sentences to make them clearer, more 
accurate or more effective. 

This section assesses: 

• understanding of sentence structure; 

• awareness of ambiguity and clarity; 

• ability to improve style and register; 

• punctuation and grammatical accuracy; 

• concise and effective expression. 

Tasks may include: 

• rewriting awkward or unclear sentences; 

• combining ideas effectively; 

• improving formality or tone; 

• reducing unnecessary repetition; 

• rewriting language for greater dramatic effect. 

The section rewards candidates who can think flexibly and critically about how language 
may be improved for different audiences and purposes. 

 

Section D: How Language Works 

Candidates read a short passage and answer questions exploring how language creates 
meaning, tone and effect. 

This section assesses: 

• grammatical awareness in context; 

• understanding of vocabulary and tone; 

• ability to identify language features; 

• sensitivity to style; 

• ability to explain how linguistic choices affect meaning. 

Questions may require candidates to: 

• identify parts of speech using examples provided; 

• explain the effect of particular words or phrases; 

• comment on tone; 

• rewrite or improve short extracts; 

• explain why certain language elements are more effective than others. 

No specialist linguistic terminology is required beyond the examples supplied in the paper 
itself. 
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Preparation guidance 

Candidates preparing for the paper are encouraged to: 

• read widely and attentively; 

• think carefully about how meaning can change through sentence structure or 
punctuation; 

• practise concise and accurate writing; 

• experiment with creative and descriptive language; 

• discuss ambiguity, humour and tone in everyday language; 

• develop confidence in editing and improving written English. 

Overall, the Linguistics and Language Challenge paper is intended to reward intellectual 
curiosity, flexibility and precision, rather than technical linguistic knowledge. 

 

Invented language: sample question 

Tovak is an invented language. Below are sentences in Tovak with their English meanings. 
The data is built up in three blocks. Study each block carefully, working out how Tovak builds 
its words and orders its sentences, then answer the questions. It is best to do the blocks in 
order, as each builds on the one before. 

Tovak has no words for the or a, and it does not distinguish simple from continuous tenses 

(so ‘runs’ and ‘is running’ are the same). The word na introduces a relative clause (‘who’, 

‘’which’). 

 

BLOCK (A) 

 

Tovak English 

napeskali. I am running. 

dupeskali. You are running. 

kimoltli fanu. He sees a dog. 

kitirsaro redo. The bird slept. 

nukelbli a’sokkisin. They eat the letters. 

nabenufa a’sokki. I will write a letter. 

kigavali bola. A house is burning. 

dumoltro a’fanusin. You saw the dogs. 
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Give the meaning of: 

(i) kipeskaro fanu.          [3] 

 

(ii) nukelbfa a’redo.          [3] 

 

 

Translate into Tovak: 

(iii) The children are sleeping.        [3] 

 

(iv) You will see a bird.         [3] 

 

 

BLOCK (B) 

 

Tovak English 

kibenuro metta a’sokki. The child wrote a letter. 

kimoltli fanu o’metta. He sees the child’s dog. 

nukelbro a’redosin o’fanu. They ate the dog’s birds. 

dutirsali-tu? Are you sleeping? 

kigavaro bola o’mettasin. The children’s house burned. 
 

Give the meaning of: 

(i) kibenufa-tu metta a’sokki?        [4] 

 

(ii) nupeskali a’fanu o’redosin.        [4] 

 

 

Translate into Tovak: 

(iii) Did the dog see the child’s letter?       [4] 

 

(iv) The birds will eat the children’s house.       [4] 
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BLOCK (C) 

 

Tovak English 

kimoltli fanu, na kibenuvenli a’sokki. He sees the dog, which is writing a letter. 

nukelbro a’redosin, na nutirsavenro. They ate the birds, which had slept. 

nabenuli a’sokki me’fanu. I am writing a letter with a dog. 

kigavaro bola me’redosin o’metta. He burned the house with the child’s birds. 

dumoltro a’metta, na kipeskavenro 
me’fanu. You saw the child, who ran with a dog. 

 

 

Give the meaning of: 

(i) numoltfa a’fanusin, na nupeskavenro.       [5] 

 

 

(ii) kibenuro a’sokki me’fanu o’metta.       [6] 

 

 

 

Translate into Tovak: 

(iii) The dog, which had eaten the letters, slept.      [5] 

 

 

(iv) I will see the bird with the child’s house.      [5] 

 

 

 

 


